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1.   
Introduction 


As Rapporteur for the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation, I have the honor to present to the Thirtieth Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women the report on the deliberations of the Heads of Delegation at this Assembly.

2.
Participants:


Bahamas
Jaunianne Dorsett


Belize
Lauren Quiros


Bolivia
Yarmila M. de Cerruto


Brazil
Rosiska Darcy de Oliveira


Canada
Florence Ievers


Colombia
Nazly Lozano Eljure



Costa Rica
Gloria Valerín


Dominica
Eugenia Maffei


Ecuador
Myriam Garcés Dávila


El Salvador
Matilde Monedero


United States
Daniel W. Cento


Grenada
Denis Antoine


Guatemala
Lily Caravantes


Guyana
Indranie Chandarpal


Honduras
Rina Martin de Villeda Bermúdez


Jamaica
Vilma McNish


Mexico
Luisa Solchaga


Panama
Alba Tejada de Rolla


Paraguay
Cristina Muñoz


Peru
Beatriz Ramacciotti


Dominican Republic
Yadira Henriquez


St. Kitts and Nevis
Jasmine E. Huggins


Saint Lucia
Sarah L. Flood-Beaubrun


Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Jeanie Ollivierre-McDonald



Suriname
Henry L. McDonald


Trinidad and Tobago
Aileen Clarke


Uruguay
Gloria Robaina


Venezuela
Nora Uribe Trujillo


Antigua and Barbuda
Starret Greene


Argentina
Lila Subirán de Viana

3.
Induction and Designation of the Officers 

In the absence of the President of the Commission, the First Vice President of the Assembly and Principal Delegate of Costa Rica, Gloria Valerín, opened the First Session of the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation, pursuant to Article 35 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM
, as agreed at the informal meeting. The Second Vice President of the Assembly, Gloria Robaina, Principal Delegate of Uruguay, served as the Vice President. 

As proposed by El Salvador, Mrs. Luisa Solchaga, the Representative of Mexico, was elected Rapporteur. 

4.
Work Plan 

In keeping with the meeting agenda, the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation addressed the following topics:
1.
Evaluation of the Meeting of Ministers and implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, adopted by the OAS General Assembly at its thirtieth regular session.  Measures for action.
2.
Summit of the Americas – Proposals for the Summit of the Americas to be held in Canada in 2001.

3.
Women and human rights:

· Follow-up on the Convention of Belém do Pará. Results of the meeting of experts. Strategies to be followed.

· Trafficking in women and children: Research findings.

5.  
Proceedings 


The Dialogue of Heads of Delegation held two working sessions, which yielded the following results:
5.1
First Session 

The acting president opened item 2.3 on the agenda, Women and Human Rights, for consideration. To begin discussion of the topic, she gave the floor to three special guests. The first to speak was Dr. Marta Altolaguirre, a member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and Special Rapporteur on the Status of Women in the Americas; she stressed the importance of the CIM’s work and the implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality as a way to help bridge the gap between men and women that currently limits the role of women in some areas, placing them at a disadvantage.


Dr. Altolaguirre also stated the need to incorporate the gender perspective into discussions of human rights and human rights into the gender perspective, in order to highlight the close link that must exist between the two.


The next speaker, Mr. Yvon Dandurand, Director of Policy Development and Human Rights of the International Center for Criminal Law Reform and Criminal Justice Policy of Vancouver, Canada, gave an extensive, detailed presentation on the project, "Violence in the Americas: Regional Analysis" (CIM/doc.6/00), sponsored by the CIM. 


Finally, Mr. William Cartwright, Assistant Executive Director of the International Human Rights Law Institute of DePaul University in Chicago, presented updated information on the progress of the project, "Women and human rights. Trafficking in women and children for sexual exploitation in the Americas. Research findings" (CIM/doc.7/00), being carried out with the CIM and the Inter-American Children’s Institute.


The president then opened the floor to the delegations for comments, contributions, and questions for the speakers. The delegates posed many questions and congratulated the speakers and the CIM for the projects undertaken. They also explained the measures taken in their countries to eradicate violence against women and analyzed the obstacles that still exist. 


It was recommended that working ties between the CIM and the Office of the Special Rapporteur of the IACHR on the Status of Women in the Americas be strengthened. Concrete proposals were also made on the topic of violence and human rights for the next Summit of the Americas, to be held in Quebec, Canada in 2001.  The Delegate of Peru suggested that the CIM recommend that the Justice Studies Center of the Americas conduct a study on the criminal classification of offenses related to violence against women and domestic violence in general.  That study would bear in mind the standards set forth in the Convention of Belém do Pará, as well as the studies conducted and suggestions made by the CIM and the Special Rapporteur of the IACHR, with which the Center would establish effective coordination. It was also proposed that the CIM coordinate its work with the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) and other entities and international organizations to prepare that study. 


The President thanked the delegations and speakers for their contributions and comments and adjourned the meeting at 6:00 p.m.                  

5.2  
Second Session 

The Second Vice President of the Assembly and Principal Delegate of Uruguay, Gloria Valerín, serving as President, opened the Second Session of the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation.  

She then opened the floor to the participants to discuss item 2.1 on the agenda,  “Evaluation of the Meeting of Ministers and implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, adopted by the OAS General Assembly at its thirtieth regular session.  Measures for action” (CIM/doc.4/00).



There was a broad exchange of ideas. It was agreed that the Program is an essential instrument for promoting gender equity in the countries in the region that must be implemented effectively. Various measures were put forth for its implementation, including dissemination of the Program among all bodies of the OAS, the Permanent Missions, national mechanisms, and the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and the establishment of other mechanisms for its implementation.  



Regarding the financing needed to implement the Program, emphasis was placed on the role that the Permanent Missions to the OAS should play to channel Organization resources to the Program and on the responsibility of the principal delegates to disseminate, promote, and follow up on the lines of action proposed in the Program. 


The document on "Recommendations on integrating the gender perspective into the Summits Process” (CIM/doc.5/00) was then considered, which also contained resolution AG/RES.1741 (XXX-O/00), “Integrating a Gender Perspective in the Summits of the Americas
,” adopted by the OAS General Assembly.  The Secretariat presented a summary of the draft Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas. The delegations commented on the draft and made concrete proposals that will be presented to the national coordinators for the Summit at the next meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group 
(SIRG).  


The delegations supported the idea of not categorizing women as victims or a vulnerable group; instead their role as agents of change and political actors should be promoted. Delegations also commented that greater effort was needed in implementing the actions proposed at the Summits, so that they are more than mere declarations.  


The Delegation of Peru proposed that the governments incorporate a gender approach into all levels of education, based on the promotion of women’s human rights and gender equity and equality, and address the problems stemming from discrimination, social inequity, political exclusion, and economic inequality.



The session was adjourned at 5:30 p.m. on November 16, 2000.
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